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CORNERSTONE O UN PERMANENT HEADQUARTERS
TATD DURING OFEYN AIR ASSPMBIY PLENARY

Presidént Truman Heads Specakers at Dedication Ceremony
Today, the fourth ammiversary of the coming into force of the United Nations
arter, the cornerstone of the new Permanent Headquarters of the United Nations
g laid by the Secretary-General, Mr. Trysgve Lie, at a special plenary meeting of
e General Assenbly held in the copen air on the headquarters site, Manhattan,
The ceremony, presided over by Ambassador Carlos P, Romulo, President of
o General Assembly, was performed in the presence of the President of the United
ates, principal spesker at this plenary ﬁeetingg the seven Vice-Presidents of
he Agsembly, Aumbassador Warren R. Austin, Chairman of the Headquarters Advisory
mmittes of the UN, Mayor William O'Dwyer of New York City, Governor Thomas X.
evey of New Yerk State, — Mr, John D, Rockefeller, Jr., donor of the headguarters
ite, and the assembled delegabtes «f the 59 Member nations.
In e1ll, ten thousand pecple vwitnessed the ceremony from:the temporary amphil-
heater in 42nd Street between First Avenue and the Fast River. Among these were
0 vorkers engaged in the construction of the building, who had been éspecially
wited by the Secretary-General, Radio, television and press carried the story'to
11liong of - otherg throughout the world.
It wag 12:07 p.m. vhen the President of the Assembly, Ambassador Reomailo of
o Philippines, called the mesting to order. Beside him on the rostrum were Mr{
Iryeve Lie; Secretary-General of the UN, and Mr. Andrew Cordier, Executive Asgis~
mt to Mr. Lie,
Immediately below them on the speakers' dais were: President Harry S. Truman,
MWssador Warren R, Austin, Governor Thomas E. Dewey, Mayor William O'Dwyer, Mr.
bth, Rockefeller, Jr,, the seven Vice-Preslidents of the General Assembly, (Am-
msgsador M. C. de Freitas-Valle of Brazil, Ambassader Dr, T, ¥, Tsiang of China,
assador Jean Chauvel of ﬂrancejﬁgﬁgﬂinhgégéchéfrquah Khan ofPakistan, Foreign
linister Andrei Y. Vyshinsky of the USSR, 8ir Hartley Shawcross of the United
Mgdom, and Secretary of State Dean Acheson of ths United States).
Below the rostrum, which was backed by a lerge emblem of the United Nations,
legates were seated in alphabetical order as in other meoltings of the

gembly .

(more)
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The President of the United States, FARRY S. TRUMAN, today's principal
speaker, declarcd that the buildings of the Permanent Headquarters ofvtﬁe'
United Nations, were "the most important buildings in the world,” for they
were "the center of man's hope for peace and a better life.” - This was the
place where the nations of the world would work togsther to make that hope a
reality. .

Mr. TRIMAN declared that the people of the United States were deeply
conscious of the honor -of having the Permanent Headguarters of the United
NWations in this country. Bub they felt it appropriate, too, that the Organiz-
ation holn moetings from time to tims in other countries so that the people
of othcr nations could come to know at first hand the work of the United Nations,

It was fitting, he caid, that this ceremony tale place on United
Wations Day,-the fourth anniversary of the day the Charter entered into effect.
During the four years of its existence, the United Nations had become a power=
ful force for promoting peace ant¢ friendship szmong the peoples of the world.
The construction of this Headquarvers was tangible proof of their faith in the
Orggnization.

The buildings were not, he admibttsd, a wmonument to the Unaninous -
agreem. 1t of all nations on 8ll thinge. Ths controversies dividing the nations
were still very deep. But .the buildings did signify "one new and important
fect”--"that the people of the world are of one mind in their determination
o solve their common problems by working together.”

- Mr. TRUMAN spoke of the progress of the United Nations in human rights}
in the.economic and social field, in economic development. '

He described the work done so far or a debailed program for technical
assigtance to under-developed areas, and expressed the hope that the Member .-
stateg-~who had voted~uhanimoﬁsly in the Economic and Financial Committee--
for this "common cause” Would remein wnenimous Yn their determination to raise
the stand: rds of living of the less fortunate members of the human Family."”

The PRESIDENT of the United States also spoke of another problem "of
ma jor concern”-=-the control of atomic energy.

He referred to the plan of control adopted by the United Nations
Atomic Fnergy Commission and “overwhelmingly” ajproved by the General Asgembly -
on b November 1948.

This plan, he said, was a good plan. "It is a plan that can work and,
more jmportant, it is a plan that can be effective in accomplishing its purpose.
Tt is the only plan so far developel that will meet the technical requirements
of control, make prohibition of atomic weapona effective, and at tﬁe same time
proﬁote the peaceful development of atomic energy on a cooperative basis.”

 "We support this plen,” Mr. TRUMAN declared, "and will conbinue to

support it unless and until a better and more effective plan is put forward.”

(more)
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The laying of this cormsrstone was "an esct of fzith,” he gaid, "that

the Tuited Vatinns will succeed in accomplishing the grszt fiazks fer

A - €
which it was creeted.” Bub faith without works was not enosugh. They hed
to make bhelr devovion to the ideals of the Charter ass gtrong as the steel

in the bullding, with rezolution asg firm as the rock on which it rests.

o~

They hrd To condust thelr affairs fouwrsgare with the Chorter, in terwms
as true a8 the cermergione, Aad 1f thsy Jdid thess thiags, said vhe
TFISTDLTY of the Uuitod States, tie Urited Nations would endure and would

rirgz peace onid welli-heling to manking.

Amnbagswlor POMUTO had uvegon his opsning addresss

Lmsidlce has siven wuch to the United Waticons. Es recalled that the late
t" -

Trasidant, Franlklin D. Roosevel®s, “the greasest
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onz of tiae founding fathers of the Crgsnization and that his ooncept of

thez Four Freodoms defined in terms of mankind's nced for indivisible unity,
the Lasic humen aspirations now eihodied in the Charter of the United Netions.,
o referred to Tthe decision Ho »uild the permanent headguarters in

Tha Uait=d 33

)
o
D
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and paid tribute to the United 3tsbes Congress, which,

in one of the mocst heartening evidencez of its bi~partisan poliicy in

aupport of bhs Unived Mations” praated a loan without intercst for the

oy

ceastruction of the pormanent headgquarters on a site geasrously donatsd by
donn D. Pockefeller, Jr.

The Unived States Govermment, he said, "by this symbolic act of giving
the United Nutiops a poraznent howe on Amsrican goil, yiélded a bit of its
govereignty to the world organization. This ground, a pari of America, now
belonge to the werld. It is dodicated ground.”

ReTerring to the fact that copies of the Charter of the United Nations

and of the Universal Declaration of Human Righte wesre to be encased in the

corruTstohe Ambagsador ROMULO said that one couvld wish that other documents,
"hardly less historic end universal in their spreal might receive the same

reverantial trealment."

He referred, he gald, to, the resolutions of the
Cencral Agsewbly celling Tor the ccnbrol of atomic energy, the prohitition
of atormic weapons and other weanons ol mass destructicon; to its resolubion
condemning all fcrms of pronaganda for o new woar; and to 1ts resoiution

epnealing to the Great Powers to renew their efforts to compose their

(@)

tiffercnicos and esvablish a lasting peace.
These solerm declarations, he declarved, bespoke humanity’s insatisble

jezrning for peace. "I meke them again “oday on behalf of all the plain

anl humble pecple of all lands, and prey that their voice may be heard before
it is Yoo late,”

Declaring that "gocdwill is the real cormerstone of the United Nations,”
Imbesszador ROMULO emphesized that stecl and stone alone could not give per-
manence to the home of the United Nations. We shall have failed in our

supremc duty to mankind if we do not make the permanent home of the United

’ o
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dent Abrebam Lincoln's words abt the time of the

[_J '

After rccalling Prec
Amsriven Civil War -- “We are not enemies, but friends; we must not be

enewiey,”

()

. fmdassador POMULOC szid these words bave a timely o]“?lfLPauCG
today, "War hss become a lurury we can no longer afford, and peace a
"the

G !
Unitel Nations is the last sacred temple foz the redizcovery of human

Vo

nscessity we cannot do without." He conluded by declaring thal

brotherhdod. We must remain at peace with one another -- or die, ™

he Assembly Frosident aggador WerrerR. fuctin (US),

Chaiiman of the Headquarters to address the Assembly.
Dagsador WALRREN R, AUSTTN wo pointes which he said

Firet, thet men and women of goodwill heve dsmonstrated their inberost in
the United Nations by very substantizl acts of genercsity; second, thatb
“this houe-bullding erterprise” hes hesn corried ous by rowmarkable

waeninity auong the Members of the 7. Ee paid tribute also to the magnii-

izent benevolarce”

Jdr. in domating the site.

of the new hesdquarters, which he called “a unigue house of

the nations’ , Awbassador AUSTIY ocinted out that it had more windowed

rurfacse tha1 any other bullding ir Hew York. Both the east and vest ave

open to the light, “a happy srmbolism of the hoves of

© veace-loving people
everywasre,’ le obasrved.

"ha we deGicate the cormerzvcone orn this enniversar ,’" concluded

(l

Ambaseader AUSTIN, "we re-ledicase ourselves to the highopugposes for th”h
these buildings are evected. We realize %Shat in order to achicve these
burooses, 1ien of good will must continne to demnmstrate their confidence,
and coatimie to harmonize their difierirg views in the search for universal

accoxd "

Maror WITLLIAM O'DWYER Dbagaa by declaring he was vroud to be layor of

the City or Wew York at a bime when a2 great bullding was being dedicated
to a great puipose "o event of greater importance has ever happenesd in
the history of our City then its sclection as the nermensnt hiome of the

United Nations,”

vor O'DWITR declared.

The exporience of New York, be s2id, citing the varied nature of its
peanle, their origin and cultvre, Lad chovn tha® the bagic anity of human
t

the basic likeness of human beings, was mom vital than their

The differences which exist among the varicus nations and races of the
verld have always besn over-emphasized, Mr. O'DUYER observed. “The bass upon
whkich all nations rcat and depend is the humen being. He is common to all
netions. Els basic needs, ambitions, Jjoys and hopes are the same the world

1

over.

{more)




w

-G _Press Release CGA/E @
2k October 1949 ~

In another passage the MAYCR declarcd: "We are not impatient with the

\. » L3 ® ” n - :
Metions because it nes falled immediately to solve all the problems

hited
f the worid. We know tliat progress is a slov process. We know that the
hosen represcnbatives of the natione must devote their hearts and minds

b the task of bringing the humen family togother.”

¥ayor O'Dwyer concluded with the Tervent wish that the efforts of the
lte! Tations be crowned with guccess, and that 17 grow into an enduring

stablisiment for world peace and security.

The nzxt speaker, THOMAS E. DEWEY, Governor of Wew York Stete, zaid

lat it was important that the Unlted Nationg be in New York, the ”falve@t

Py

ceting ground for all the azs ClathﬂS; the and the aspirations o
11 the peoples of the world.

Governor-DEWEY paid particular tribute to Hr . John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
"great and good msn whose genercsity and guick action saved the United
ations for Wew York and New York for ths United Nations.” He also praisea
he work of -United Nations delegates and staff "for their labors in our
omon. cause.” The people of every nation, he said, owed them gratitude "for
he measure of peace to The extend we now enjoy it."

"From a fraglle beginning, through perilous tests the United Vations

a5 veathered every storm) Governor DEWEY concludéd. "It is stronger today
han ever Tbefore.”

Now came the moment for the actval laying of the cornerstone. Escorted
y Wellace XK. Harrison, Director of Plamming, the SECEETARY-GENERAL, MR. TRYGVE
1R, leit the rostrum and mounted to where the south gide of the permanent
uildings will stand and where, some 25 feel above the present sitreet level,
he two-ZSon cornerstone of New Hamoshire granite hung suspended from a crans,
Mr. LIE dedicalted the cornerstone and placed into a metal container an
met copy of the original Charter of the United Nations, as signed at

m Francisco, a true copy of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and

' copy of the program of today's ceremony.

He eaid it was with "a proformd sense of the historic significance of this

-

occasion" that he dedicated the cornerstone and, in the name of the peoples

f the United Nations, placed for (sposit in it copies of the Charter and the
iversal Declaration of Human Rights.

"May the United Nations Charter be the foundation for as strong and true

m declared. _
He then gave the signal for the lowering of the speoially cut cornerstone
inifo place so that it encased the sfeel conbainer in which the documents had
én deposited,

Mr., LIE then voiced hig gratitude to all those whose devotion to the
hited Nations had made it possible to proceed so far with the Permanent

(more)

3 structure of world peace as the building that rises high above us here today,”
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Headglarters. "+~ He menticned in particular Mr. Wallace K. Harrison, the
Director of Plamning; the building workers; the contractors; the city officials;
Mr. Rockefeller; Ambassador Austin and the memberé of the Headquarters
Advisory Committee; Mayor O0fDwyer and Governor Dewey., To Presideht Truman he
expressed special thanks for the many things thet the United States, as host
country, had done for the United Kations.

Mr. LIE declared that he believed profoundly that only the success of
the United Nations could prevent a third worid war and achieve a lasting peace.

" The United Nations has not yot succeeded; nor has it failed,” he
declared. "It is an unfinished structure. Many years will be needed o
complete itsw..We shall have peace in proportion to the emount of hard work and
strong Taith the peoples of the world give o maling the UN work."

Every day in the year must be a United Nations day, Mr. LIE stated in
conclusion, until the peace of the world is made secure.

The Secretary-General, accompanied by Mr. Harrison, then returned to the
rogtrun and the President of the Aszembly decliared the meeting ad journed.

At 1505 P.M. The plenary meesting and the cornerstone ceremony were compleb
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